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Prayers for Children
Saturday Morning
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, I bless thee, that of thy infinite goodness thou hast preserved me
this night past, and brought me in safety to this morning. Withdraw not, I humbly beseech thee, thy
protection from me, but take me under the care of thy providence this day. Watch over me with the
eyes of thy mercy, direct my soul and body according to the rule of thy will, that I may pass this
and all my days to thy glory.
O Lord, I am but a child, and know not how to go out or come in; and I am in the midst of a sinful
world. Give therefore unto thy servant an understanding heart, that I may know and choose the
good, and abhor and shun that which is evil. According to thy mercy, think upon me, O Lord, for
thy goodness. Make me to remember thee in the days of my youth.
O learn me true wisdom, and let the law of thy mouth be dearer to me than thousands of gold and
silver and let my whole delight be therein.
O let me be devoted to thee from my childhood. Keep out of my heart all love of the world, of
riches, or any other created thing, and fill it with the love of God. Thou knowest how many and
powerful are the enemies of my soul, that seek to destroy it, the flesh and the devil.
O Lord, help; O Lord, save; O Lord, deliver me from them. Give me grace to renounce them all,
and to keep thy holy will and commandments all the days of my life. Show me and make me what I
must be before I can inherit thy kingdom. Teach me thy truth as it is in Jesus. Save me from my
own will, and let thine be done in me and by me.
O make me thy child by adoption and grace. Renew me daily with thy Holy Spirit, and guide me in
all my ways, till thou hast perfected me for thy heavenly kingdom. Make me dutiful to my parents,
affectionate to my relations, obedient to my superiors, and loving towards all mankind. And grant
that as I grow in stature, I may grow in wisdom and in thy favour, till thou shalt take me to thine
everlasting kingdom, there to dwell with thee for ever and ever, through Jesus Christ my Saviour
and Redeemer. Amen.
"Our Father," etc.
Saturday Evening
I DESIRE to offer unto thee, O Lord, my evening sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving for all thy
mercies bestowed upon me. I bless thee for my creation, preservation, and, above all, for my
redemption by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I bless thee for bringing me safely to the
conclusion of this day, and humbly implore the pardon of all the sins I have been guilty of, whether
in thought, word, or deed. Have mercy upon me, O God, and do thou free me from all the sins I
have committed, and deliver me from the punishment I have deserved.
O thou blessed Guide of my youth, give me thy grace to seek after thee in my early years, that
thou mayest not be unmindful of me in the time of age. Keep me from the evil of the world, and
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carry me safe through it to thy kingdom. Take care of me, and provide for me, and dispose of me
in the world, as shall be most for thy glory and my good. Leave me not to myself, in the hands of
my own counsel, but let me be taught of God. Take thou, O Lord, the gracious charge, and
guidance, and government of me, and fix in my heart thy fear and love, and direct all my ways to
please not myself but thee. O redeem me from the power of my sins by thy grace, and from the
punishment of them by thy Blood, and by both bring me to thy glory.
I desire, O my God, to give up myself wholly to thee. I would be thine, and only thine, for ever. O
my God, my Saviour, turn not away thy face from a poor child that seeks thee. Give me to know
that I am nothing, and can do nothing, of myself; and that if ever I am thine, I must be wholly
indebted to thee for it.
Let me be entirely devoted unto thee, and do thou make me obedient and faithful unto the end.
Make me to remember thee in my bed, and think upon thee when I am waking; thou hast
preserved me from the dangers of the day past, thou hast been my support ever since I was born.
Under the shadow of thy wings let me pass this night in comfort and peace. Keep me both in body
and soul, and give me such rest as my body has need of. And grant, O Lord, that when I lay down
my body in the grave, my soul may rise to life immortal, through the merits and intercession of thy
dear Son, my Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
"Our Father," &c.
A Prayer for Relations, Friends, &c., to be used after Morning and Evening Prayer
VOUCHSAFE, O Lord, to bless my father and mother, and all my relations, with the fear of thy
name. Bless them in their souls and bodies; perfect them in every good word and work, and be
thou their guide unto death.
Bless my friends, forgive my enemies; and grant unto all mankind the knowledge and love of thee.
Have mercy upon all who are afflicted in mind, body, or estate. Give them patience under their
sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions; and receive them and me at last into thy
blessed kingdom, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
Grace before Meals
O LORD, I beseech thee, give thy blessing with what thy mercy has here provided me with, that
whether I eat or drink, or whatsoever I do, I may do all to thy glory and praise, through Jesus Christ
my Lord. Amen.
After Meals
O LORD my God, I bless thy holy name for this mercy, which I have now received from thy bounty
and goodness. Feed now my soul with thy grace, that I may make it my meat and drink to do thy
gracious will, through Jesus Christ my Saviour. Amen.
Source: ‘John Wesley’s Journal’
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